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Grand Cayman: A
Lesson in Relaxing

This sand snob has found a new favorite in Grand Cayman.
Since my family and | aren’t divers—and this is dive central—

| wasn't sure what we would do on a recent trip there. The
island is flat, over-developed, and pretty expensive (everything
is |mported)—not my usual cup of tea. Orso | thnught T

BY HIDEAWAYS

In reality, 1 found a great reason oo visit—the
beaches! As a mavel professional, | aften fee]
pressured to see and do ad much as possi-
ble: after all, my greatest tool for planning
exceptional escapes i ficst-hand experience.
somenmes | ron around so mch, 1 feel like |
need 2 vacation from my vacation. But not on
this trip! Grand Cayman doesn't overwhelm
you with 4 ton of hiscorical, coltaral, o wven
outdoersy. gy that demand voor tdme and
artention, After a few davs of sighteeing, vou
can pretey ymach say vou e seen and done
it all—and then, ke me, just kick back and
relax for the nest of vour yacation with some
guilt-free beach nme,

“Must-Do's" on

Grand Cayman

Here: ure some pleasant diversions if you like
o break up your beacheombing with a few
AETivVITies.

* Reénta car and explore the coasml areas
outside the congeston of George Town and
populr Seven Mile Beach (SMEB) Youll find
srmadl cormmuiities, beautiful cosml scenery,
and historie sites like Pedno St James Caste,

Noee: Caymanans drive on the left side of |

the road. If you're not comforable driving,

biock a tour or hire o driver through one of

the many lecal our companies,

= Boat out o Sangray City; icomay be over-
hyped, but it sall o thell to shde into the
waber with these frcinaning creatures.

* Emuoy the gardens of the Queen Elizaberh
Il Boranical Park

* Escape the crowds and snorkel off
Cemetery Beach, located north of Seven
Mile Beach in the West End,

» Experience Boatswain Beach, o 23-acre

www, Hideaways.cam
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maring park and turtle farm The kids will
lowe !

* o underwater with Atlants Submarineg, 4
gredt way for non—tivers to see the expansive
arean life {depares from Georme Town).

= Take the ome o learn more.abour Grand
Cyiman 'y past at the Cayman Islands Mational
Museum in George Town,

Hiding Away on Grand

Cayman Island

We spent the first few nights ar Coral
Stone Club™, & small, independently
owned condomimuom complex on Seven
Mile Beach. e hos 32 three-hedroom,
three=bath wnit wvailable on a duly basis.
Located i three buildings, each of these
1, BN -square-foot condos has the sune
layout and offers wiews of the ocean,

A Few things ts note. Firme, becanse these |
umits are individoally owned, the decor, bed- i

ding. and kitchen amemdes vary, And, unlike

some af the langer condo compleses heve, you |

can select and book a specfc unit at Coral

Stone. | recommend a ground-foor une if |

your family has small children, We found this |

ineredibly helphal; when our
yorungE son was taking o nap, T
cauld sit on our wrrice with a
book, see the occan, and sofl be
within earshoe Thre looking
for a quieter lovation should
selece 4 top-floar onit, all of
which have vabed ceslings and
unobsructed ocean views
This is a true scff-catering
cendo complex, and staff are
virtdally non-existent, When
we arrrved on a Suturday, one

af the hoosekeeperslet us mo the umc with
the instructions w check in at the desk on

-
-}
-
[}
%
-
z
=
i
=
x
=
=
=
-
o

Moraclay, [ b dichn’t find the front-desk smif

very insightful when | asded for recommiended
things to see and do. Keep in mind, though,
that the majority of pecple saying ar Coral
Stane are either owners or vacatonens who
have been visiting for years, | queckly discore-
ered that hanging out by the pool b e thing
to do in ehe afternoon, as the owmers came
tagether fike lang-lost friends and welcomed
us pewcomers, They were the real wealth of
informanon on things o see and do while
on Grand Cayman,

Whe su*,'l:d. n umit # 5, which we found
10 be very cozy and well appointed. e had
every kiechen urensil and gadpet imagmable,
something vou'll appreciace if, like me, vou
frequently sty m condos or private homes
with extended family, We abso appreciated the
serecned-in porch, and spent a lot of e
there enjoying meals and playing games, A
procery stete i directly acrmes the road, and
vot can foel free to push the shopping cart
back o your wme The seore sends staff lier
in the day o collect their carts fam all the
neighboring conde propertics.

The real highlight at Coral Stane Clab is
the beach, an incredibly wide and clesr sec-
taom of white sand with just the right bulanee
of nawral tree shade and beach loungers. |

Seven Mile Beach
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wonld recommmend a sty here for famalies
losoking for an upscale ver dowri-home beach-
frone vacation, or for two to chree conples
sharing a relaxang hohday, Members recedve
four complimentary bottles of wine, Rares
seart ot 8695 per nighe, Tip: Plan your vis
tor the summer months and ger yoor sixcch
night free.

Clur next stop was Caribbean Clab, just
a few doors down, [ you've been to Grnd
Clayman in years past, you may recall the
Caribbean Club of old, 2 series of coxy beach
and garden comages. After Hurncane Tean hit,
the new owmers completely tore down the
cottages and rebuile three lusurious wowers,
Bringing Caribbean Club o a whale new level
of loscury: | adnur [ did not expect the apo-
ienwe of Canbben Cluly Separated into thres
ocean=tacing sowvers thar form a L all wnis ane
hiunge at 2,500 sguane fect, have three bedmooms
and thiree baths, and ave very richly appoinged.
Caribbean Club operaces more like a fully
staffed hotel with daily maid, condierge, and
oot serviee available, I on-siee restioranc/bae,
Fstoranoe Luca, serves up a delecmble mi of
Imhian cuisine and fresh seafooed, and 15 2 great
SpPOE to enjoy imuse n the evenimgs.

Each of the units 1 indnadually owned and
decorared and features a large veranda facing
either the poal or ogesn. Beciuse of the prop-
erty’s lavour, be prepared o be right on top
of your neighbors if vou are in a poal-view
unit—net much privacy The ground-Hoar
oceantont villa suites are particulady fantsee,
a5 vold lirerally walk fowr steps off the veranda
and have yvour toed in the sand. Our par-
ncitlar wmt was very lusurnoas: but not that
child-friendly (think glass tables and plenty of
breakables), Owerall, we thoroughly enjoved

owr sty at Caribbean Club, and
| wonld recomntend this prop-
erey for those raveling with
older chaldren or young adults,
ar [or several couples looking
for luxury accommodations
with more optons n dining
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and eniterbnniment, Rates start
at 050 per night for a Tower

TOUR

Uloean Smite.
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A lotg-time favoerite of
Hidegurays " members is che
mare moderate Lacovia in
lower SMB. Closer to George

2]

Town, this complex alnost
resembles an apartment
building, with ample parking,
a ceriteal garden pool, and & ringe of unis
with one or two bedrooms and garden, pool,
or ooean views. Bich condo 38 andwadinally
oened and decarted; some are very mod-
ern dnd vpdited, others not so moch. The
uitits we sw wiere very elean and comfore-
able=tooking, and incloded all the amenites
you would expect of a rencal. Whar makes
Lacovia such an appealing option i it ginet
atmenphene, fntistic beachfront locition, and
moderate price, One-bedrooms st ac just
£ per mghe, which is a good deal for this
level of guality in Grand Cayiman. 1t a goeat
opton for couples, families. or angle teavelers
looking for a guiet escape—amd members save
5% when booking their sty with Hideanuanys
Travel Services,

Another great find i the new Cotton
Tree, located n a guet residential conumo-
mity at the northermmoest pomt of West Bay
The enore compeund compnse four modern,
Caribbean-sryle, twi-bedroom and rwo-bath

that pay hasmage to the author's troplcal wanderfngs.
Hemingway's restaurant st the Hyatt Regency hes 3 erestive manu, & boectiful sstting an Soven
Mile Beach, pnd enough candlesand tarches around its colonnaded terrace 1o set the perfect
romantie monad.

Cenrge Town harbor

cormges thar m ol can accommaodare up
to 16 preests and have either garden ar ocean
yviews—perfect for those lookimg For a fomiy-
tetinion, cotporate, or destination-wedding
rerreat. While the properey itself i oceanfront.
there's not much beach o speak of] they do,
however, have a large reshwater swinuming
piowl, a beautiful garden seaing for weddings,
and guch a serene locaon thar it makes up
foor any lack afbeach. Phos, you've justa 10- o
|5-ntirmate drive to the heart of SMB. Rates
start at $650 per night, with special mtes for
wieeklong stays or entire property rencals,

Also worth mentioming is The Rite-
Carlton, Grand Cayman, the only
fve-diamond resort on tlie sland and the
best chioiee 1f vou're looking tor a full-service
resort, It offers o complete spa and several of
the bewer restaurants on che slnd. Even if
vou don't stay at The Ritz, moke plans for
diriver at 7 Prime Cuts & Suriset or BLUE by
Erie Ripert, which offers fintseic ewsine and
1 ramante armasphere, [EF bnportant to note
that the puin hovel 15 located acmogs the street
fromi the beach, soif you book the garden-
OF TeSar=view Poorms, :..'|1||'|| need o walk
o the beach by way of ther air bndge, 1'd
recommend a moom in the oceanfrons tower,
whiich i= right on the beach. The R i the
best option for honeymooners lookinge for
luxury, Foaces starr ar 829 per nighr, with
your fifth night free.

Mow that T've been thers—und come
home thomoughly relaed—0d be happy w
help tailor your ewn Grand Cayivian escape,
Feel free to call me ar S00-843-4433, | alsa
can recommmend some private home rent-
als (ome to five bedrooms) on the quieter
Morth Shore or on Cayman Kal—perfect for
barger groups hoping to escape the Seven Mile
Beeach crowls, Finally, be sure to check out sy
Grand Caiyman restaurant reconunendations at
www Hidewomays comycaymandimng. B

Boo-B43-4433
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